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Initiatives for Regional Revitalization in Nanae-cho, Hokkaido

- Achievement of Avoiding Designation as a Cities at Risk of Disappearing -*

Takeshi Hatsusegawa, Remi Hayashi, Kou Hosoya, Moe Okunada, Ryusaku Matsuo
Meiji University School of Commerce
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In 2014, Nanae-cho, Hokkaido, was pointed out to be a "Municipalities where the number of women aged 0~39
years may decrease to 50% or less from 2010 to 40," and since then, it has been actively working to increase the
number of young people emigrating and revitalize the region. In 2024, the city was able to move away from the
status of "potentially disappearing city." We investigated the town's efforts to revitalize the region through 2
interviews and data collection. As a result, it was found that the town did not rely on the promotion of tourism by
the famous Onuma Quasi-National Park, but was promoting the improvement of livability in the town from both
aspects of the settlement policy such as child-rearing support and medical expense subsidy policy and the
promotion of the local economy. In this study, we experienced the "trial emigration experience project"” established
by the town and greatly contributed to the increase of the emigration population. We also examined the policy
effects of the "Nanaro Nanae" roadside station and "Nanae Onuma International Tourist Convention Association,"
which play a central role in the town's regional development.

Key words: Hokkaido Nanae-cho, Disappearing City, Settlement Promotion Policy, Trial Migration Experience
Project, Roadside Station "Nanaro Nanae™
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