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Panel Session ** Japan-Korea Social Economic Network
and Response to COVID-19 -Relationship with
Government"'

[Purpose of this panel session]

The social economy networks of Korea and Japan have
developed by influencing each other. In particular, it can be
considered that, in advocacy, they have exchanged information
with each other and have influenced each policy advocating. In
this panel, we will discuss how have the social economy
networks of Japan and Korea responded to the crisis of the
regional and social economy organizations associated with the
spread of COVID-19. We will specify the network of how they
have worked on national and local level policies, and consider
the significance and effects of the networks there.

As everyone has already known that, but the economic
and social impacts of the spread of COVID-19 have been
serious worldwide in 2020. In Japan, many NPO corporations
have been forced to suspend or scale down their activities due to
the influence of COVID-19. Kyodo News reported that local
NPOs and others had requested financial support for local
governments in 31 prefectures, which account for more than
60% of all prefectures by June. In the Japanese part of this study,
we would like to analyze what kind of network promoted the
implementation of such efforts to submit requests to local
governments at each prefecture level.

Hanibuchi (2007) found that the geographical distribution
of NPO corporations in Japan is characterized by a
geographically uneven distribution centered on Tokyo's extreme
concentration. He also points out the possibility that it follows
the existing vertical and hierarchical urban system (p.43). If our
study follows such a statement, because the network of NPOs is
concentrated in Tokyo, and it can be assumed that the advocacy

2 BERKE Etyiar 1
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at the national level and at the prefectural level are linked and
may be led by the organizations in Tokyo.

In addition, as clarified by Sakurai (2013), the network
(strong ties) formed by the representatives of NPOs during
normal times is utilized as the inter-organization network of
NPOs in an emergency. It may be possible to point out the
possibility that it appeared at this with COVID-19 time. This
study will be carried out based on the hypothesis supposed from
these previous studies.

It should be noted that this study has just been launched in
the midst of an emergency, and may just provide a progress
report. However, since it is a timely and challenging study topic,
I hope that active discussions with the floor will deepen the
research.

[ Circumstances and Standing of this panel session]

This panel session is an international exchange project
organized by the Scientific Committee of the board of the
JANPORA and also a joint panel project with the CIRIEC
Japan. The presentations will be given in either Japanese or
English. we would like to introduce the opportunities for joining
relevant international research conferences.

In addition, this panel will be positioned as the final
outcome of the Study Group on Social Solidarity Economy and
Social Enterprises in Asia (representative: Masanari Sakurai) in
JANPORA from 2018.

[Presentaters])
Lim Sang Hun
Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Public Policy and
Civic Engagement, Kyung Hee University, South Korea.

Masanari Sakurai
Professor, College of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University,
Japan
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